
Y2K – ARE YOU SAFE?

On January 1, 2000, some computer-based systems will begin processing information as if it were January 1, 1900.  

This is called the Year 2000 problem or the “Y2K bug”.  It may cause problems for your small business unless you act now.  This is not just a computer problem, it could affect any equipment that uses a computer chip as well as the suppliers and business partners you rely on.

Here are three steps every business should take:

1. Self-Assesment.  Take a self-assesment test.  Check your computers, as well as any electronic equipment that uses time-sensitive embedded electronic chips.  The U.S. Small Business Administration’s Y2K website explains how to take this test.

2. Take action now.  Don’t wait.  Fix any Y2K problems you uncover, and test your results.  Ask your vendors for assistance.

3. Stay informed.  Logging on to various Internet Y2K sites is an excellent way to stay current.

Ask your bank, building manager, suppliers, customers and others critical to you organization if they are Y2K compliant.

WHAT DOES THE LAW SAY ABOUT COPYING SOFTWARE?

Generally, the law says that anyone who purchases a copy of software 


has the right to load that copy onto a single computer and to make another copy for “archival purposes only”.  It is illegal to use that software on more than one computer or to make or distribute copies of that software for any other purpose unless specific permission has been obtained from the copyright owner.  If you pirate software, you may face not only a civil suit for damages and other relief, but criminal liability as well, including fines and jail terms of up to 5 years for the 1st offense and 10 years for the second offense.

By protecting the investment of the software companies the copyright law serves the cause of promoting broad public availability of new creative, and innovaticve products.  These companies devote large portions of their earnings to the creation of new software products and deserve a fair return on their investment.

AN INTERNET SITE WORTH LOOKING AT

www.webopedia.com is a welcome tool for small business owners who didn’t get a technology degree from MIT.  It has an online computer gobbledygook definer.  Put in any computer-related phrase or acronym and it provides a definition.

A SIMPLE PRESCRIPTION AGAINST VIRUSES

Ensuring that you office computers are safe from infection is not difficult, provided you faithfully follow the procedures listed here…

· Restrict users from loading personal software on company PC’s

· Use virus checking software that runs in the background checking newly copied or downloaded files, including recently installed software

· Update your virus protection software regularly to make sure it is checking for the latest known viruses.  Updates are usually available via the Web.

· Be suspicious of e-mail attachments from sources you don’t know.  These can contain viruses.

HACKERS KEEP OUT

Protecting company files from unauthorized access is as simple as following these security measures.

· Use passwords to limit access to PC’s, especially those that may sometimes be unattended

· Do not use obvious passwords, such as a birthday or children’s names, and change passwords periodically

· Use a router with built-in security features for dial-up connections to the internet

· Connect to the internet through a single point on your network and protect that point with an adequate firewall that limits access to your network
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