Acer Servers Break World Record for the Second Year in a Row

Acer Altos 21000 Server Series Leads Industry for Throughput,    Price/Performance and Total System Cost as Verified by Independent Test

 SAN JOSE, Calif., May 24 /PRNewswire/ -- The Acer Altos 21000 server, built by the world's 3rd largest computer manufacturer, has recently been labeled the world's leading price/performance server for the second year in a row. Based on the stringent TPC-C benchmark specifications, the Acer Altos 21000 mid-range enterprise server achieved an overall TPC-C performance throughput (tpmC) score of 23,235.57 tpmC for a price/performance result of US$16.66/tpmC. It performed best in terms of price compared to all other submitted platforms.

TPC-C benchmark criteria are continuously developed by the TPC (Transaction Processing Performance Council).  TPC is a non-profit corporation, which consists mostly of computer system and software vendors, but also includes market research firms, system integrators and end-user organizations. TPC defines and maintains industry-standard transaction processing and database benchmarks.

"The test is an indication of Acer's ability to provide the highest quality servers for the best price available -- something that industry experts have known for a long time," said Fred Oh, director of server product marketing. "As the third largest PC manufacturer in the world, Acer is devoted to providing businesses with a wide variety of high-quality server, desktop and notebook solutions at an affordable price."

About the TPC-C benchmarks  

TPC-C benchmarking is complex because it requires the integration of server, client, and remote terminal emulators to perform complex database, multiple transactions, and concurrent transactions as a complete environment. Extraordinarily heavy stress loads are purposely tested on the system in this simulated computing environment. This benchmark is an OLTP (On-line Transaction Processing) benchmark, which mimics the real-world transaction processing of a wholesale supplier's computing environment.

"Acer Altos 21000 performed beautifully throughout the rigorous TPC-C benchmark testing process," said Frank Sun, associate vice president of Acer Server Product Line Management. "Acer Altos servers are the best price/performance enterprise server choice. The recent TPC-C results are merely proof of this."

About Acer Altos 21000 servers  

The TPC-C tested Acer Altos 21000 servers deliver world-leading cost-competitive performance for mid-range and enterprise environments. Suited to enterprise environments where system stability and uptime is critical, Acer Altos 21000 handles high-availability and mission-critical workloads, such as information sharing, communication applications, and messaging, with stable performance.

The Acer Altos 21000 test-configuration which underwent the recent TPC-C benchmarking included four Intel Pentium III Xeon processors 500 MHz with 2 MB of L2 cache and 4 GB of main memory. The I/O arrangement on the test model included 7 RAID controllers, one hundred ninety-three 9GB disk drives, and eight 18GB disk drives, for a total disk space of over 1881 GB.

The Acer Altos 21000 test configuration was networked into a three-tier client-server system. The client servers networking with the Acer Altos 21000 included Acer Altos 9100B and Acer Altos 1100 as Remote Terminal Emulators (RTE).

In the course of TPC-C testing, four different enterprise computing-system environments were used to simulate 18800 concurrent users transacting business in network. The most severe software environment used for the benchmarking, as agreed upon by Acer and TPC, was the Microsoft Windows NT server 4.0 Enterprise Edition for database management. Also tested were Microsoft SQL Server 7.0 Enterprise Edition, Microsoft Information Server, and BEA Tuxedo 6.4 Transaction Monitor to measure operating system performance in extreme high-availability server environments.

About The Acer Group  

Established in 1976, Acer is the world's third-largest PC manufacturer, offering a broad selection of industry-leading high-end servers, multimedia PCs, notebooks, computer peripherals, components and semiconductors. The Acer Group employs more than 28,000 people in 120 enterprises spanning 37 countries worldwide, supporting dealers and distributors in over 100 countries. The Acer Group's revenue in 1998 was US$6.7 billion. For more information about the Acer Group, please visit the Company's website at http://www.acer.com.

More information on the TPC-C benchmarking, and the recent benchmark results, can be found at the TPC Web site: http://www.tpc.org
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